Introduction
The Rhenish browncoal in Germany
The main deposit ("Hauptfloz") Towards the south the lowermost parts of the browncoal formation are replaced by clay.
Towards the NW the "Hauptfloz" splits up in three distinct layers, which can be followed over a long distance and which are separated by marine sands, together forming the browncoal formation. These layers are called (Breddin 1950 Breddin (1932 (Manten 1958 (Halet 1920 (Halet , 1937 (Manten 1958 Fliegel 1910a Fliegel , 1910 Fliegel *, 1927 Fliegel , 1931a Fliegel , 19316, 1937 For the sands enclosed between the browncoal deposits Breddin proved a marine origin (Breddin 1932 6 ). That glauconite is missing in them, is not quite sure, but the quantities must at any rate be very small. As a result of this marine origin of the sands the coal must have been formed paralic (Breddin 1935) . Breddin 1930 Breddin , 1931 Breddin , 1932a Breddin , 1932 Breddin *, 1935 Breddin , 1950 (Fig. 3) . Thomson 1949 Thomson , 1950a Thomson , 1950A, 1950c Thomson , 195(W, 1951 Thomson , 1954 Thomson , 1956 2) The HNOg-method is much more digressive, not only because of the more time-consuming treatment but also because of the greater volumes that are required.
3 (1950) , Thiergart (1940 and 1950) , Thomson (1949) and especially to the comprehensive study of Thomson and Pflug (1953 Tricolpopollenites fruticis n.sp. (Fig. 7-8 ). This form has a stratigraphical spreading from eocene to miocene.
Up till now it is not known from the paleocene and pliocene. "Sowohl in der Geiseltahlkohle wie in der untermiozanenBraunkohlenformation der Lausitz, Bohmens und der Ville ist der Pollen relativ stark vertreten"
(Thiergart).
In the studied series it forms 4 % of the total number of sporomorphae. (Jongmans 1935 (Manten 1958 
